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far as we are concerned; but our Savages are all sick.
We paddle [332] all the time, and do this the more
because our people are sick. What ought not to be
done for God, and for souls redeemed by the blood
of the Son of God! All our Savages are very much
pleased with us, and would not have cared to take
others on board; they speak well of us to those whom
they meet, persuading them not to embark any oth-
ers. God be praised! Your Reverence will excuse
this writing, order and all; we start so early in the
morning, and lie down so late, and paddle so continu-
ally, that we hardly have time enough to devote to our
prayers; indeed, I have been obliged to finish this by
the light of the fire.” These are the exact words of
the Father, who adds in another place that the people
of the countries through which they pass are nearly
all sick, and are dying in great numbers. There has
been a sort of Epidemic this year, which has even
been communicated to the French; but, thank God,
no one has died of it; it is a sort of measles, and an
oppression of the stomach. Let us return to three
Rivers.

Those who were awaiting some other occasion to
embark were consoled [333] by the coming of three
Canoes, in which Monsieur du Plessis had Father
Davost and two of our Frenchmen embark, looking
out for their interests with wonderful care, as the Fa-
ther writes me. A short time after this, other Hu-
rons came; and he placed in their Canoes both men
and baggage, in a word, all that remained. So that
three of our Fathers and six of our Frenchmen have
gone up to the Hurons.

They have three hundred leagues to make over a
route full of horrors, as it is described by the Hu-



